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Life of deployed soldiers to be caught on camera 

Ottawa, ON - Reporters gear up to live side-by-side with soldiers for duration of 
Afghanistan tour.

Transcript 

 
Sgt Katherine Greer-Hulme  
And now to Operation ATHENA and Afghanistan where an Army News team has been 
deployed. The mission: to cover an entire rotation and report on the work of our soldiers. 
 
Sgt Katherine Greer-Hulme  
Sgt Pascal Nobert spoke with the reporters before their departure. 
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
I’m with Sgt Sébastien Fréchette and Cpl Julie Turcotte, reporters for Army News. They’re 
just finishing up their training, which for the first time will ensure full media coverage of 
their mission in Afghanistan during the next rotation. Hi guys.  
 
Sgt Sébastien Fréchette et Cpl Julie Turcotte 
Hello. 
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Sergeant, what tasks will your team have during this operation?  
 
Sgt Sébastien Fréchette 
Our tasks during this mission will be to provide media coverage and show the Canadian 
people the life of a CF soldier deployed to an operational theatre. We’ll show them the 
challenges a soldier has to face and his or her everyday life.  
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Corporal, what type of pre-deployment training have you completed up to now?  
 
Cpl Julie Turcotte 
The training we’ve done up to now is the same training that every soldier who will be 
deployed has to complete. It’s what we call the IBTS, the Individual Battle Task 
Standards.  
 
It includes all the shooting ranges, including ranges for C7s, C9s, C6s, grenades and 
bushlines. We also have courses on mines, first aid and Afghan culture to give us a better 
understanding of the environment, and especially the people, that we’ll encounter over 
there.  
 
The training covers a bit of everything, but obviously it takes place over the course of 
several months.  
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Sergeant, this isn’t your first mission in Afghanistan. You’ve already gone as a combat 
soldier. How do you view this change in roles?  
 
Sgt Sébastien Fréchette 
I was deployed in 2007 during ROTO 4 as unit commander of the battle group, so yes, it’s 
definitely a big change from that. As a journalist, the biggest change will be that I won’t 
have to focus on my individual tasks or the tasks of my section.  
 
I’ll be able to take a step back and view the mission as a whole and capture moments 
that will effectively represent what will be the ten years’ presence of the Canadian 
Forces in Afghanistan.  
 
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Wearing the uniform while doing news segments is a totally unique experience for you. 
What are some of the important challenges you think you’ll have to face?  
 
Sgt Sébastien Fréchette 
We’ll definitely be facing some challenges. Normally the journalists who join the field units 
are civilian journalists. For the first time, we’re deploying two journalists in uniform.  
 
We definitely have a mandate in terms of media coverage, but as members of Task Force 
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3-10, our primary task will be to fulfill our Canadian Forces’ mandate of security, and do 
the job of a soldier.  
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Finally, Corporal, what are the next steps of your preparations?  
 
Cpl Julie Turcotte 
We only have the major exercise left, the validation at the national level. All of Task 
Force 3-10 will go to Wainwright, and we’ll be joining them obviously. We’re going to be 
training at the Canadian Manoeuvre Training Centre.  
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Thank you both. Good luck with the rest of your training and your future operations.  
 
Cpl Julie Turcotte et Sgt Sébastien Fréchette 
Thank you.  
 
Sgt Pascal Nobert 
Stay tuned for future episodes of Army News to see the stories they’ll be sending to us.
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Flash video plays directly in your browser window. Download the browser plug-in at 
Adobe. 
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