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Press Release: 

Attacks on civilians and civilian objects are against human rights and Islamic principles 

Kabul, 27 February 2010  
 

On Friday February 26, 2010, a number of Afghan civilians and foreigners were injured and killed as a 

result of suicide attacks on a residential and commercial area of Kabul city. The attack was carried out on 

the anniversary of the Prophet Mohammad’s birth.  

 

On February 24, 2010, unknown assailants killed Abdul Majid Babai Head of Information and Culture 
Department of Kandahar Province. According to media reports, Taliban have claimed responsibility for 

both the incidents. 

 

AIHRC expresses its sympathy and condolences to the surviving family of those killed, and wish speedy 

recovery to those wounded. The Commission expresses its deepest commiserations on the loss of the late 

Abdul Majid Babai. The Commission strongly condemns the attacks on civilians. 

 

At about 6:30am February 27, 2010, the armed assailants arrived at a residential and commercial area of 

Kabul city, Shahr-e-Naw, with a vehicle laden with explosives. After a horrific explosion, crossfire was 

exchanged between the perpetrators and security forces. Eventually, the national security forces brought the 

situation under control, and killed the assailants. As a result of these attacks, 13 civilians both Afghan and 
foreign nationals were killed and about 32 other civilians, including foreign nationals, sustained injuries. 

 

The AIHRC is seriously concerned about the increase of attacks on civilian persons and properties. These 

attacks suggest the armed opposition groups remain unconcerned about the lives of civilians. The AIHRC 

once again seriously calls upon the armed opposition to consider civilian lives and public property during 

their operations. Afghan and international security forces must also renew efforts to prevent such attacks. 

 

Ahmad Fahim Hakim, Commissioner and Deputy Chair of the AIHRC stated: “Attacks on civilian people 

and civilian infrastructures can never be justified and all parties to the conflict must observe and respect the 

International Humanitarian Law and human rights norms and standards on protecting and supporting 

civilians”.  

 
The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission stresses to the parties to the conflict, and 

especially the armed opposition groups, to avoid direct attacks on residential areas and public business 

centres.   
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